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Steve Binder knows how lucky he was to
have had a successful Division III basketball
career at Curry College from 1980-1984.
He also knows that not everyone can be so
lucky.

Binder was on a very strong Scarsdale
Raiders’ team in the late 1970s under Coach
Jack Kaminer with standouts John Revelli
and Butch Graves, who both went on to
play professionally. Binder went on to play
at Curry, where he was nationally ranked in
the NCAA for free throws and field goal per-
centage from 1982-84. In addition, he was
nominated for the GTE Academic All-New
England and All-American teams.

“At Scarsdale I played for Jack in 1979-80
and I was the third best player on a two-man
team with Revelli and Graves,” Binder said.
“This showcase would have been perfect for
me back then, but I got lucky because people
came to see our team; we went to Boston
and Philly and Jack knew what he was do-
ing. I was a typical 6-2 suburban white guy,
a jump shot shooter.”

Twenty years ago, only four years out
of college, Binder decided to “give back to
basketball” by founding what was then the
Hudson Valley Top 70 Basketball Show-
case to give Westchester players exposure
to Division II and III college coaches, to get
them on the path to the same type of positive
experience he had. On Sunday, Sept. 21, at
SUNY Purchase, the showcase celebrated a
major milestone as the 20th annual Hudson
Valley Top 100 Basketball Showcase (Www.
binderhoops.com) was held.

“The whole goal back then and now is to
be able to give back,” said Binder, who is
the former publisher of Golf Digest and cur-
rent vice president/publishing and sales for
ESPN The Magazine. “My mindset since 20
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Clockwise from top left: Springfield’s
Pete Broaca takes notes; Steve
Binder addresses the players; Mount
Vernon coaches present and past,
Bob Cimino and Marshall Reif; Edge-
mont’s Brian Green takes a breather;
Scarsdale’s Spencer Pearlman waits
to pounce on the ball.

© 2008 S.l. Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.



FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2008/THE SCARSDALE INQUIRER/REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION

Binder’s hoops showcase must go on
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years ago has not changed.”

From the previous showcases, more than 500
kids have played at the college level from their
exposure at Top 100.

The girls’ showcase is 3 years old and Binder
sees many parallels between the boys’ showcase
at that point in its evolution and the girls’ show-
case now. Just like the boys after three years of
existence, Binder will increase the girls’ enroll-
ment from 70 to 100 next year. “The demand is
there,” he said.

This year there were more than 60 men’s col-
lege coaches and 40 women’s coaches from up
and down the East Coast at Purchase’s three
courts watching hoopsters from most Westchester
high schools, and from areas from New York City
to Albany. They played for the better part of three
hours during each session. The players were di-
vided into teams, making sure that no teammates
played together and that each team had proper
representation at each position. Local referees of-
ficiated the scrimmages.

“They get to play for the whole time and
they’re exhausted, they can get a tip or two from
some high school coaches, the entire time the
college scouts are watching and it’s inexpen-
sive,” said Binder, who also has coaching ex-
perience and recently got certified as an official.
“It can also be a wakeup call or a reality check
to see what they need to do to get ready for the
season. They play the whole time and some find
out if they can play or realize that high school is
great and that’s it.”

Binder puts together a roster for the coaches
with the players’ high school, contact informa-
tion and test scores. Contact between players
and coaches (within the NCAA guidelines) be-
comes a two-way street for coaches and players
to contact each other.

At the end of the boys’ session, Binder noted
that next year, the academic requirements for
the NCAA will get more difficult and he gave
an idea of the competition, saying, “There are
more high school basketball programs in New
York state than there are with college programs
in the nation.”

He told the players to “be active. Go to the
play just like in a game. It’s no different. You
don’t wait for it to come to you. Don’t wait for
the coaches to come to you.”

When Binder was first starting the Hudson
Valley Top 70 showcase 20 years ago, he en-
listed the help of Marshall Reif, who was the
Mount Vernon coach at the time. They made a
good team right away.

“He does the record-keeping and I run the
showcase,” Reif said. “We’re helping kids, not
making money. I’ve been at other showcases that
say it’s not about money, but they are. That’s why
I keep coming back to this one because we really
mean it. You will not find another showcase for
$65, the same price as it was 20 years ago. That
means that Steve is taking money out of his pock-

© 2008 S.l. Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

et because the price of everything has gone up.”

There is also an educational aspect to the show-
case: How to go about the recruiting process.

“They can get a game plan because if they
think they will be discovered, they are wrong,”
Reif said. “You’ve got to recruit yourself. You
have to meet with your guidance counselor and
your parents and find what fits for you academi-
cally, No. 1. No one is going to do it for you.

“This is an opportunity for a kid to play DII
or DIII and find a program that otherwise would
not see them. There’s good talent in Westchester
and the area and these kids can learn what they
need to do to get ready.”

Reif told the players, “Make sure it’s where
want to be four years from now.”

Pat Mangan, the coach at Frederick Douglass
Academy in Harlem, has been sending kids to
Binder’s showcase for 20 years, beginning when
he was the coach at Rice High School. Mangan
has had more than 70 of his players go on to
play in college and over half of them played for
a school that recruited them out of the Top 100.

“It changed the lives of a lot of kids I have
coached,” Mangan said. “I wouldn’t miss this
for anything. The college coaches don’t have
big budgets and they can all come to one place
to see the kids. For certain kids this is a big shot,
because if they play for a small school or they
don’t have a high school coach who does this,
it’s opportunity central.”

Mangan likes the way Binder runs the show-
case and now spends the day working there.
What sets it apart for him is the scope — by
keeping it small and giving a lot of court time,
the kids get exactly the attention they need. Plus,
you can’t beat the cost, he added.

And just because you aren’t going to play Di-
vision I doesn’t mean there isn’t a good fit in DII
or II academically and athletically.

“Alot of kids after a while see the full spectrum
of what’s out there for basketball and college,”
Mangan said. “You have to educate them about
the variety. At the beginning everyone wants to
play for the TV schools. There are a lot of very
good schools that are not on TV where you can
have a great experience. Academically there are a
lot of top, top schools that come here.”

When Chris Murphy, a Hastings resident who
played at Iona Prep, was looking to play ball in
college, he headed to Top 100 in 2002. That’s
where he found Union College. At this year’s
showcase Murphy, who graduated from Union
in 2006 and is now an assistant coach there,
came back to “find guys like myself.”

“The biggest thing is to find a kid who knows
how to play basketball, what we call basketball
1Q.” Murphy said. “The physical skills are easy
to identify as far as talent or athleticism. You
want to see they understand the game with pass-
ing and setting screens away. One of the great
things about Westchester County kids is they do
the little things well because basketball is so im-
portant here. It’s important for the coaches to get

out here and see what Westchester has to offer.”

Murphy understands the difference between
DI and DII/DIII. “You get a chance to be a regu-
lar student,” he said. In his junior year, Union
made the NCAA tournament and his team won
in the opening round against Gwynedd-Mercy
in Philadelphia. He had to drive back to school
after the game for a test in the morning before
heading off to Rochester for the next round. “It
may seem tough to be part of a DIII team, but
it’s to enhance the experience of being a stu-
dent,” Murphy said. “You’re a student then an
athlete.”

Steve Minton from SUNY Geneseo sent
Binder an email following the showcase: “Your
event on the 21st was great. There was a lot of
talent there and I have had contacts with many
of the kids who were there that day. I could wrap
up all my recruiting if I could get three or four
of the kids I really would like to have from your
event, but so could every other coach present.”

Two local seniors, Spencer Pearlman of
Scarsdale and Brian Green of Edgemont, were
running up and down the court all morning try-
ing not only impress college coaches, but get a
feel for what the game might be like at the next
level.

For Pearlman, senior year is going to be key
since he was behind a very strong senior class
last year. Though he didn’t see much court time,
playing on a team with Seth Goldwasser, David
Zaitz, Evan Livingston and Lucas Radov, who
led the Raiders to the Westchester County Cen-
ter, was beneficial.

“Seth showed everyone how to work hard
and do the intangibles. Zaitz with his cutting
and shots off the dribble, Livi with his passing
and Lucas with shooting — they taught every-
body,” Pearlman said.

Pearlman is considering trying to be a post
player at a small DIII school, so he was look-
ing to play strong defense at the showcase. “If
there’s an open shot I'll take it, but I don’t force
anything,” Pearlman said. “I just want to stop
that guy and get all the rebounds.”

Green already made an impact at Edgemont
as a sophomore and a junior. He also plays foot-
ball and baseball, so it’s tough to make one a
priority. He was an alternate on the Empire State
Games hoops team, which was a good experi-
ence, and planned to attend another showcase.

“This was very intimidating, but a great ex-
perience,” Green said. “I hoped to show them
someone who won’t give up in the fourth quar-
ter, an all-around team player and someone who
can do good things.

“It showed me a lot of competition and it was
really fun. I woke up ready to play this morning.
I hope the experience has bumped up the level
of my play and I can help out my team.”

While local players are busy thinking about
their future, Binder is also thinking about what’s
in store for his — the 21st annual Hudson Valley
Top 100 Basketball Showcase in 2009.



